Reliability of ratings of anesthesia's contribution to adverse surgical outcomes.
The interrater reliability of physician ratings of anesthesia contribution to adverse outcomes was evaluated. A physician panel reviewed hospital records, anesthesia records, standard data collection forms, and, when available, autopsy reports for 28 patients experiencing severe morbidity or death within 48 hours following anesthesia for surgery. Consensus among reviewers about the contribution of anesthesia to adverse outcomes ranged from 82.1% to 92.9%. Kappa coefficients indicated excellent interrater reliability for the Edwards Scale and rating scale, and good interrater reliability for the percent scale.